
 

 
ECFS 401C: Understanding Early Childhood and Family Studies Research 

Autumn 2018, T/TH, 11:30am to 1:50pm 
OUG 136 

 
Instructor 
Instructor:  Dr. Matthew Kim 
Grader:  Jessica Anderson (jfander@uw.edu)  
Email:   mattkim1@uw.edu  
Office:   Miller Hall 322H 
Office hours:  Wednesdays 2:30–4:30 or by appointment  
 
Course website 
All readings, assignments, and grades will be posted on the Canvas course page: https://canvas.uw.edu  
 
Course description 
ECFS 401 focuses on the kinds of knowledge, ways of knowing, and modes of inquiry relevant to early 
childhood and family studies. Through identifying and reviewing substantive research in your area of 
interest, you will locate ideas for inquiry within the research literature in early childhood and family 
studies. Please note: ECFS 401 is a “W” class and will require significant graded, out-of-class writing. For 
more information on “W” classes, please visit https://www.washington.edu/uaa/advising/academic-
planning/general-education-requirements/additional-writing/  
 
This class is the first in a three-course sequence. In ECFS 401, you will gain a broad overview of different 
research methods and techniques. You will also choose a focus area and develop a written literature review 
in your chosen area. In ECFS 402, you will deepen your understanding of contemporary social issues and 
problems that impact families and young children from a policy perspective. Finally, in ECFS 403/ECFS 456, 
you will complete and present a senior capstone project.  
 
There are two major parts to ECFS 401. First, you will learn basic concepts of quantitative and qualitative 
methodologies, and you will acquire the skills necessary to conduct a literature review. During the second 
half of the course, you will deepen your conceptual and methodological knowledge by examining special 
areas of early childhood research, including observational methods, parent-child relationships, and public 
policy.  
 
Course objectives 
The primary objective of the course is to support you in developing critical skills needed to conduct your 
own investigation and produce a systematic review of literature on a topic of interest to you. By the end 
of this course, you will be able to: 
 

• Identify and describe basic concepts and techniques of research design, sampling, data collection, 
and interpretation/application of results. 

• Articulate key research questions and methodologies in early childhood research. 
• Recognize key features of quantitative and qualitative methodologies. 
• Apply an integrative and critical lens in reviewing scientific articles. 
• Explain the organizational structure of scholarly presentations and publications, and how these 

elements fit together. 
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• Conduct a systematic process of literature search and screening, evaluation, and synthesis on a 
topic of their choosing. 

• Describe how research, policy, and practice are connected in the field of early childhood. 
 
Readings 
You do not need to purchase any readings for this course. All readings will be available as PDFs on 
Canvas. You will read selected chapters from the following handbook, which will also be available on 
Canvas and is also available on UW ebrary: 

• Saracho, O.N. (Ed.) (2015). Handbook of research methods in early childhood education: Review 
of research methodologies (Vol. I and II). Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing, Inc.  

 
Attendance  
I expect you to attend every class session on time, having completed any required readings and 
assignments prior to class. If you need to miss class, it is your responsibility to catch up on the course 
material. However, if a medical issue, family emergency, or other extenuating circumstance arises that 
will lead to an extended absence from class, please email me as soon as possible to discuss options.  
 
Missed or late assignments 
If you miss class on a day when there is an exam or other graded individual/group work, there will be no 
makeup exams or assignments. My grading policy includes “flex options” and “freebies” which can 
potentially offset missed graded work. However, I will gladly accommodate the observation of religious 
and cultural practices and holidays, as long as you let me know in advance.  
 
Late submissions for out-of-class work (e.g., homework worksheets, literature review assignments) will 
be penalized. The grade deduction will depend on the total point value of the assignment and the number 
of days that it is late. However, if a medical issue, family emergency, or other extenuating circumstance 
arises that prevents you from making a good faith effort to complete the assigned work, please email me 
as soon as possible to discuss options. 
 
Technology use  
You may use laptops or tablets as long as they are used for class-related purposes only. On some days, 
you will be required to bring your laptop/tablet. However, there will also be times when I will ask that all 
devices are put away, and I will expect you to comply with those requests. Cell phones should be on silent 
mode and put away for the duration of class. If you need to take an urgent phone call, please step out of 
the classroom to do so. If you do not have access to a laptop or tablet, the Student Technology Loan 
Program (STLP) can provide loaner laptops and other devices for academic use. Please visit 
https://stlp.uw.edu for more information.   
 
Communication 
I greatly appreciate proactive communication! I enjoy working with students to solve any course-related 
problem. I will be available at the end of each class to answer quick questions. You may also speak with 
me during office hours or email me to set up an appointment. If you anticipate or experience any course-
related difficulties, I will be better able to help you if you see me sooner rather than later. You may also 
email me with questions, but depending on the issue I might suggest that we schedule an in-person 
conversation to discuss.  
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I also expect you to engage in group and class discussions in a way that is respectful to each of your 
classmates and respects the diversity of viewpoints and perspectives represented in the classroom. As 
your instructor, I will strive to provide a pleasant and safe environment for learning.  
 
Academic integrity policy 
The College of Education holds very high standards regarding academic integrity. Work submitted in this 
course must be the product of your own original effort. When you incorporate the works, words, or ideas 
of another, you must provide proper citations. If you are concerned about plagiarism, have questions 
about legitimate forms of collaboration, or are unclear about appropriate methods of citation, ask me or 
consult a style manual. Along with plagiarism and unauthorized collaboration, other forms of academic 
misconduct include (but are not limited to) falsifying attendance records and submitting the work of 
others as if it were your own. Violations of the Academic Integrity Policy will result in sanctions that can 
range from disciplinary warning, to probation or suspension, to—in the event of severe or repeated 
violations—dismissal from the University. For more information please refer to the College of Education’s 
Academic Integrity Policy and related procedures: http://education.uw.edu/my-coe/current-
students/academic-policies. By enrolling in this class, you agree to abide by these policies.  
 
Notice – VeriCite* 
The University has a license agreement with VeriCite, an educational tool that helps prevent or identify 
plagiarism from Internet resources. I may use the service in this class by requiring that assignments are 
submitted electronically to be checked by VeriCite. The VeriCite Report will indicate the amount of original 
text in your work and whether all material that you quoted, paraphrased, summarized, or used from 
another source is appropriately referenced. If you have any doubts about whether your work could be 
considered plagiarism, please ask me before submitting your assignment!  
 
Access and accommodations 
Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established accommodations with 
Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your approved accommodations to me at 
your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs in this course. If you have not yet established 
services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or permanent disability that requires 
accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, 
hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu 
or disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with 
disabilities and/or temporary health conditions. Reasonable accommodations are established through an 
interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS. It is the policy and practice of UW to create 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. 
 
College of Education writing support 
The College of Education partners with the Odegaard Writing & Research Center to provide writing 
support for CoE students. Conveniently located in Miller Hall 207, this satellite site provides one-to-one 
tutoring, and our tutors work with writers at any stage of writing, including outlining, drafting, research, 
and revision. The CoE branch is staffed with undergraduate and graduate peer tutors who are familiar 
with the College of Education and who can support writers’ ideas and projects throughout their writing 
process. For more information or to schedule an appointment, please visit our website at 
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc.   
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Course requirements (100 points total) 
 
A. Homework worksheets (20 points) 
Grade breakdown: 2 points each; top 10 homework worksheet scores will be counted  
Description: You will submit a homework worksheet on Canvas prior to class. The worksheet will ask 
questions that are designed to assess your understanding of the assigned reading and related content.  
 
B. In-class worksheets (10 points) 
Grade breakdown: 1 point each; top 10 in-class worksheet scores will be counted 
Description: During class, you may be asked to complete short assignments related to the day’s topic. This 
can take many forms, including a written reflection, exit survey, or something else. For in-class worksheets 
that require Canvas, I will ask you ahead of time to bring a laptop or tablet to class.  
 
C. In-Class “Deep Dive” Matrix (6 points) 
Grade breakdown: 3 points each; top 2 matrix scores will be counted  
Description: You will be working in randomly assigned groups during class to fill out a matrix for each 
“deep dive” reading as noted on the course schedule. You are expected to have read the article prior to 
class and be prepared to summarize, interpret, and critique the assigned “deep dive” article. Completing 
these matrices will help build your skills in understanding and interpreting early childhood research 
articles and will give you practice in filling out your own literature review matrix.  
 
D. Exams (14 points) 
Grade breakdown: 7 points each; both exams will be counted 
Description: You will take two exams during class. Exam #1 will occur midway through the term and Exam 
#2 will occur at the end of the term. Exam #2 will be cumulative but with an emphasis on material from 
the second half of the course. 
Self-correcting option! After each exam, you will have the option to retake the exam at home using notes 
and readings. In this way, exams provide opportunities for learning and growth. If you choose to correct 
your exam, your grade will be the average of the in-class exam and the corrected exam. You must submit 
the corrected exam by the deadline stated on Canvas; otherwise, you will lose the self-correcting option.  
Important note: As noted on page 2 of this syllabus, there will be no make-up exams if you are absent 
from class. If you missed the in-class exam, you may still take the self-corrected exam at home, but the 
exam will count for 50% of your grade (i.e., 3.5 points rather than 7 points).  
 
E. Literature review (50 points) 
Grade breakdown: Focus area (1 point), literature review matrix (8 points), rough draft (5 points), quality 
of feedback provided to two peer rough drafts (3 points x 2 drafts = 6 points), final draft (30 points).  
General description: You will write a literature review (maximum 10 double-spaced pages not including 
references, 1-inch margins, 12-point font) that synthesizes and interprets five studies in your focus area. 
Your literature review must include the following sections (recommended length is in parentheses): 

1. Introduction (2 pages) 
2. Procedures for reference search and screening (0.5 page) 
3. Article summaries (4-5 pages) 
4. Cross-cutting themes and directions for future research (2-3 pages) 
5. References 
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• (1 point) Focus area: Select a focus area related to your interest in early childhood and family 
studies. For students in the Core, this selection will serve as the beginning of your Capstone 
Inquiry Project which you will continue to develop in ECFS 402 (Social Policy) and ECFS 456/403 
(Senior Capstone). 

• (8 points) Literature review matrix: Choose five studies to analyze in your focus area. These 
studies must be empirical studies and not literature reviews or meta-analyses. You will then 
complete the instructor-provided literature review matrix to help you organize and synthesize a 
review of the studies. 

• (5 points) Rough draft: At a minimum, your rough draft must be at least six pages long and must 
include text in each section. However, I strongly recommend that you turn in as complete of a 
draft as possible. Soon after you return from Thanksgiving break, I will provide personalized 
feedback on your rough draft that you can use as you work on your final draft.  

• (6 points) Quality of feedback: During the in-class peer review workshop session, you will provide 
feedback on two of your classmates’ rough drafts. Because of the collaborative nature of this 
activity, it is in your best interest to have a complete draft of your literature review so that your 
classmates and I can provide as much feedback as possible. When you turn in your final draft at 
the end of the term, you must attach the rough drafts that your classmates marked up. I will grade 
you on the quality of the feedback you provided to your peers. We will discuss what high quality 
vs. low quality feedback looks like in class.  

• (30 points) Final draft: You will submit a final draft of your literature review that must incorporate 
the feedback you received. As described above, you must also submit the two rough drafts that 
your classmates marked up during the peer review workshop session. Your final draft will be 
graded based on a rubric that will be provided to you later in the term. 

 
F. Extra credit (points TBD) 
I will provide at least one opportunity for extra credit sometime during the term. However, I will not 
provide any extra credit at the end of the term.  
 
Deadlines  
Each assignment must be submitted to the appropriate assignment “drop box” via Canvas as noted in the 
course schedule. You are strongly encouraged to plan uploading assignments early so as not to miss the 
deadline. Deadlines and modes of submission are as follows but are subject to change: 

• Homework worksheets: Due on Canvas by 11:00am on the day of class 
• In-class worksheets and deep dive matrices: Due in class before you leave the classroom (2:00pm) 
• Literature review components 

o Focus area: Due on Canvas by 11:00am on October 9 (T) 
o Literature review matrix: Due on Canvas by 11:00am on November 6 (T) 
o Rough draft: Due on Canvas by 11:00am on November 15 (Th) 
o Final draft: Due on Canvas by 11:00am on December 13 (Th) 
o Peer reviews of rough draft: Due in my mailbox by 5:00pm on December 13 (Th) or earlier 
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Grading scale 
Your course grade on a 4.0 scale will be determined according to the UW College of Education numerical 
grading system.  
 

Percentage Points Numeric-Grade 
Equivalent 

Letter-Grade 
Equivalent 

99-100 4.0 A+ 
97-98 3.9 A 
95-96 3.8 A 
93-94 3.7 A 
91-92 3.6 A- 
90 3.5 B+ 
89 3.4 B+ 
88 3.3 B 
87 3.2 B 
86 3.1 B 
85 3.0 B 
84 2.9 B 
83 2.8 B- 
82 2.7 B- 
81 2.6 B- 
80 2.5 C+ 

 
Note: Because of extra credit, you can earn more than 100 possible points—this works in your favor! 
However, Canvas thinks that the “denominator” is more than 100 points because of the extra credit 
questions and assignments. Please rest assured, your final grade is still out of 100 points, and the % grade 
on Canvas is not necessarily accurate. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
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Course Schedule 
Readings, activities, and assignments may change depending on the flow of the class. I will give you as much advance notice as possible if we need to make a 

change.  

Date Topic Readings to be discussed In-class activities Assignment due 
PART I: Introduction 

Week 1 (1) 

9/27 (Th) 
Introduction First class—No assigned reading  

-First day of class survey (WS #1) 

-Syllabus review 
None 

Week 2 (2) 

10/2 (Tu) 

Literature 

Review: What 

and Why 

Jalongo & Heider: Re-examining the literature review (Saracho, Vol. I, 

Ch. 22) 

-Focus area workshop (LR) 

-WS #2 (G) 
HW WS #1 (G) 

Week 2 (3) 

10/4 (Th) 

Key Elements 

of Research 

Process 

Baum & McMurray-Schwarz: Reading and interpreting early 

childhood research (Saracho, Vol. I, Ch. 23) 

-Article reading exercise (LR) 

-WS #3 (G) 
HW WS #2 (G) 

PART II: Broad Research Methodologies for Studying Young Children 

Week 3 (4) 

10/9 (T) 

Quantitative 

Methods, Pt. 1 

Muijs, D. (2004). Introduction to quantitative research. In Doing 
quantitative research in education (pp. 1–11). Thousand Oaks, CA: 

Sage Publications. 

-Visit: Deborah Pierce 

-WS #4 (G) 

-Focus area due 

by 11:00am (G) 

-HW WS #3 (G) 

Week 3 (5) 

10/11 (Th) 

Quantitative 

Methods, Pt. 2 

*Deep Dive* Kawabata, Y., & Crick, N. R. (2008). The role of cross-

racial/ethnic friendships in social adjustment. Developmental 
Psychology, 44(4), 1177–1183.  

-Deep dive matrix #1 (G) HW WS #4 (G) 

Week 4 (6) 

10/16 (T) 

Qualitative 

Methods, Pt. 1 

Hatch & Coleman-King: Conducting early childhood qualitative 

research in the twenty first century (Saracho, Vol. I, Ch. 13) 
-WS #5 (G) HW WS #5 (G) 

Week 4 (7) 

10/18 (Th) 

Qualitative 

Methods, Pt. 2 

*Deep Dive* Woods, A. D., Morrison, F. J., & Palincsar, A. S. (2017). 

Perceptions of communication practices among stakeholders in 

special education. Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, 1–

17.  

-Visit: Dr. Adrienne Woods 

-Deep dive matrix #2 (G) 
HW WS #6 (G) 

Week 5 (8) 

10/23 (T) 

Mixed 

Methods, Pt. 1 

Liebenberg & Ungar: Using mixed methods in research with young 

children across cultures and contexts (Saracho, Vol. I, Ch. 11) 

-Visit: Lisa Murakami 

-WS #6 (G) 
HW WS #7 (G) 

Week 5 (9) 

10/25 (Th) 

Mixed 

Methods, Pt. 2 

*Deep Dive* Reese, L., Jensen, B., & Ramirez, D. (2014). Emotionally 

supportive classroom contexts for young Latino children in rural 

California. The Elementary School Journal, 114(4), 501–526.  

-Visit: Mary Clevenger-Bright 

-Deep dive matrix #3 (G) 
HW WS #8 (G) 

Week 6 (10)  

10/30 (T) 

Lit review 

matrix 

workshop  

BRING LAPTOP/TABLET FOR EXAM—No assigned reading  

-Exam #1 (G) 

-Lit review matrix workshop (LR) 

-Article search/work on lit review 

matrix (LR) 

None 
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Date Topic Readings to be discussed In-class activities Assignment due 
PART III: Critical Perspectives on Research Methodologies for Studying Young Children 

Week 6 (11)  

11/1 (Th) 

Observational 

methods 

Marcella & Howes: Using naturalistic observation to study children’s 

engagement within early childhood classrooms (Saracho, Vol. II, Ch. 

2) 

-WS #7 (G)  

-Go over sample lit review (LR) 

Mid-quarter 

course 

evaluation (EC) 

Week 7 (12) 

11/6 (T) 

Parent-child 

relationships 

Hiniker, A., Lee, B., Kientz, J. A., & Radesky, J. S. (2018, April). Let’s 
play! Digital and analog play patterns between preschoolers and 
parents. Paper presented at the ACM CHI Conference on Human 

Factors in Computing Systems, Montreal, Canada.   

-Visit: Dr. Sam Bindman 

-Go over introduction (LR) 

-WS #8 (G) 

HW WS #9 (G) 

Week 7 (13) 

11/8 (Th) 

Writing 

workshop Pt. 1 
No assigned reading  

-Go over cross-cutting themes (LR) 

-WS #9 (G) 
HW WS #10 (G) 

Week 8 (14) 

11/13 (T) 

Writing 

workshop Pt. 2 
No assigned reading  

-Go over article summaries (LR) 

-WS #10 (G) 

Literature review 

matrix due by 

11:00am (G) 

HW WS #11 (G) 

Week 8 (15) 

11/15 (Th) 

Peer review 

workshop  
Bring TWO paper copies of rough draft to class—No assigned reading 

-Peer reviews of rough drafts (G) 

(LR) 

Rough draft due 

by 11:00am (G) 

Week 9 (16) 

11/20 (T) 

1-on-1 writing 

consultations 

Sign up for a 10-minute time slot during class, or use this time to 

work on your final draft—No assigned reading 

-Individual 1-on-1 writing 

consultations with Matt and Jess  None 

Week 9 

11/22 (Th) 
NO CLASS: Thanksgiving 

Week 10 

(17)  

11/27 (T) 

“WEIRD” 

sampling 

Henrich, J., Heine, S., & Norenzayan, A. (2010). The weirdest people 

in the world? Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 33(2-3), 61–83. 
-WS #11 (G) HW WS #12 (G) 

Week 10 

(18)  

11/29 (Th) 

1-on-1 writing 

consultations 

Sign up for a 10-minute time slot during class, or use this time to 

work on your final draft—No assigned reading 

-Individual 1-on-1 writing 

consultations with Matt  
None 

Week 11 

(19)  

12/4 (T) 

Connecting 

research to 

policy and 

practice 

Fowler, Thomas, Corr, & Danner: The interrelated roles of early 

childhood policy and early childhood research (Saracho, Vol. II, Ch. 5) 

-Visit: TBD 

-WS #12 (G) 
HW WS #13 (G) 

Week 11 

(20)  

12/6 (Th) 

Wrap up BRING LAPTOP/TABLET FOR EXAM—No assigned reading  -Exam #2 (G) 

End of term 

course 

evaluation (EC) 

Finals week 
Final literature review: DUE THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 BY 11:00AM ON CANVAS 

Peer reviews of rough draft: DUE THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 BY 5:00PM IN MATT’S MAILBOX 
Legend: WS = Worksheet | (G) = Graded assignment | (LR) = Activity related to your literature review | (EC) = Extra Credit 


